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1 . GDR FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN MADE FIRST OFFICIAL EAST 
GERMAN STATEMENT ON BRANDT RESIGNATION, MAY 7. MISSION 
TRANSLATION OE STATEMENT AS CARRIED EAST GERMAN NEWS AGENCY 
ADN IS AS FOLLOWS: 

"THE PARTY AND STATE LEADERSHIP OE THE GDR CONSIDERS 
THE PRESENT OCCURRENCES IN THE EEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
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LEADING REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GDR HAVE AGAIN 

EXPRESSED THEIR APPRECIATION FOR THE REALISTIC IMPULSES 

OF WILLY BRANDT'S FOREIGN POLICY, WHICH HAVE RESULTED 

IN GREAT FORWARD STEPS FOR DETENTE IN EUROPE, INCLUDING 

THE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE GDR AND 

THE FRG. IN THIS CONNECTION (THE GDR) EXPECTS THAT THE 

NEW GOVERNMENT OF THE FRG ALSO WILL MAKE A CONSTRUCTIVE 

CONTRIBUTION TOWARD THE REALIZATION OF THE ALREADY CONCLUDED 

SYSTEM OF TREATIES AND IN THAT MANNER PROMOTE PEACE AND 

SECURITY IN EUROPE." 

2. COMMENT: WHILE IT GENERALLY TAKES GDR FEW DAYS TO 
GET ALL ITS DUCKS IN ROW ON SUCH POLITICAL ISSUES, 

UNMISTAKABLE IMPRESSION IN EAST BERLIN IS THAT GDR DEEPLY 
TROUBLED AND CONFUSED BY BRANDT'S RESIGNATION, PARTICULARLY 
IN THAT IT HAD DIRECT HAND VIA GUILLANE AFFAIR IN PUTTING 
CHANCELLOR IN PREDICAMENT IN FIRST PLACE. MAIN GDR 
PROBLEM NOW IS TO ASSURE THAT BRANDT'S DEPARTURE NOT DEAL 
CRIPPLING BLOW TO INNER-GERMAN DETENTE AND TO TRY TO 
DEFLECT ONUS FOR HIS DEMISE AWAY FROM ITSELF 
AND ON TO DOMESTIC FRG POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES. 
KLEIN 
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